University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

9-27-1999

New volunteer program at UM helps grade-schoolers
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "New volunteer program at UM helps
grade-schoolers" (1999). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 16191.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/16191

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

The University of

Montana

UNIVERSIT Y RELATIONS

• M IS S O U L A , MT 59812 • 406-243-2522

• FAX: 406-243-4520

Sept. 27, 1999
Contact: Trina Zahller, 243-4795 or 243-4340.
NEW VOLUNTEER PROGRAM AT UM HELPS GRADE-SCHOOLERS
M ISSOULA—
University of Montana students with a desire to help set elementary school children on
the road to advanced education can volunteer for the College Bound program begun this
semester at UM.
The program is available thanks to the Center for Leadership Development and
Volunteer Action Services, both at UM, and the McBride Foundation, a nationwide nonprofit
organization headquartered in Albuquerque, N.M.
"It’s a great way for UM students to get out into the community and work with
elementary students to teach them more about college, what it takes to get to college and what
college life is all about," said Andrea Vernon, Volunteer Action Services director. "The
program is a way to expose kids that might not otherwise be exposed to college at a young
age."
College Bound targets fourth-, fifth- and sixth-graders, encouraging them to graduate
from high school and introducing them to higher education and the benefits it provides. It is
not a one-on-one mentoring program but is instead a classroom-based program in which the
teacher also participates.
Over the course of five visits to elementary school classrooms and one tour of the UM

-more-

CBound.rl—2
campus, volunteers introduce children to different types of higher education institutions,
courses of study, the admissions process, financial aid options, goal setting and daily student
life.
In reverse-mentoring exercises, the children offer their advice and opinions about issues
and decisions they face when looking toward post-secondary study. According to the
foundation, these exercises are designed to increase children’s self-esteem and give them
opportunities to think and organize like young adults.
The foundation provides volunteers with training and all of the forms and lesson plans
necessary to facilitate the program. Students interested in volunteering may contact Trina
Zahller at 243-4795 or 728-6912.
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